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OCTOBER IS ITALIAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH!

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=417c5f470c2898c8b738eea23&id=b9e8a0a3bf


UPCOMING CULTURAL EVENTS AT THE ITALIAN
CENTER of SACRAMENTO

ALL EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE ITALIAN CENTER:
6821 FAIR OAKS BLVD., CARMICHAEL CA 95608

(Between North and Landis Avenues)

SAVE THE DATES FOR THESE UPCOMING
EVENTS:

 "CELEBRATE ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE &
COLUMBUS DAY TOGETHER!" 

CELEBRATING ITALIAN HERITAGE
(Sunday, October 13 at 11:00 - 4:00pm)

_____________________________

"RESPIRO"
FRIDAY NIGHT ITALIAN FILM SERIES

(Friday, September 20 at 8:00pm)

"CITY OF BASEBALL, A Story of the Game in Italy"
FILM DOCUMENTARY



(Sunday, September 29 at 2:00pm)

"VENDETTA"
FRIDAY NIGHT ITALIAN FILM SERIES

(Friday, October 4 at 8:00pm)

"INSIDE THE VATICAN"
FILM DOCUMENTARY

(Sunday, October 20 at 2:00pm)

ITALIAN CULTURAL EVENT

SAVE THE DATE!

CELEBRATE ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE &
COLUMBUS DAY TOGETHER!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 @ 11:00 - 4:00 PM

•  TICKETS SOLD BY RESERVATION AND
AT THE DOOR ON DAY OF EVENT

• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Contact Vincenzo Cerruti at: sacramento.italian.society@gmail.com . 



Volunteers receive free admission and food 

ENJOY ITALIAN WINES, FOOD AND OLIVE OIL!

FEATURING ITALIAN MUSIC, DANCING, CARS AND AL FRESCO DINING ON
THE BEAUTIFUL ITALIAN CENTER VERANDA FACING THE PARK.

SPECIAL COLUMBUS DAY RAFFLE
PLAY TO WIN Prizes Galore, Italian gift baskets, Wine, Olive Oil and Made In

Italy Products and Italian Souvenirs 

AND A CHANCE FOR THESE TWO SPECIAL PRIZES:

GRAND PRIZE:
WINE TASTING FOR 2 AND CASTELLO DI AMOROSA

in the beautiful Napa Valley

FIRST PRIZE:
A REGIONAL COLOR MAP OF THE ITALIAN PENINSULA
ETCHED IN WOOD ON A HANDMADE FRAME, 36" x 24"

RAFFLE TICKET PRICES:
1 for $10 / 3 for $25 / 7 for $50

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE EVENT TICKETS

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/c63620a7-d324-478e-95e6-a104ee1d7171


Each guest receives a free raffle ticket at the event. To purchase additional
tickets online click the link to purchase in advance or tickets are available to

purchase at the event.

 Raffle Ticket Prices:  $10 each • 3 for $25 or 7 for $50 
* Winner of Grand prize need not be present at the event.

** Discover Columbus ONLINE Raffle Tickets will be filled out and placed in the
Raffle Drum by the Society along with tickets purchased at the event.

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS

https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/b317ae02-50ad-4927-92d6-a911cab7c522


FRIDAY NIGHT ITALIAN FILM SERIES

Italian film is as much a part of Italian culture as the food and the people...

"RESPIRO"

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 @ 8:00 PM

ADMISSION $10

REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED

DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 PM



Winner of the Critics Week Grand Prize at the Cannes film festival.  

Welcome to Lampedusa, a Mediterranean island paradise as mysterious as it is
beautiful, surrounded by crystal clear water where ocean waves pound deep caverns
into the rocky seaside cliffs. Into this scenic location lives Grazia, a carefree mother
of three who becomes the focus of her neighbor’s gossip.

While her fellow Lampedusians work and live hard, oblivious to their island paradise,
Grazia blissfully embraces life’s treasures. Her wild and free-spirited behavior reflects
the beauty of her seaside village. But will she drive her friends and neighbors crazy or
draw them into her topsy-turvy world and win their hearts.   Stars Valeria Golino.

In Italian with English subtitles
Refreshments included
Doors open at 7:30pm



CLICK TO WATCH FILM TRAILER

FILM DOCUMENTARY

"CITY OF BASEBALL,
A Story of the Game in Italy"

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 @ 2:00 PM

ADMISSION $10

REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED

DOORS OPEN AT 1:30 PM

City of baseball is a documentary that explores both the past and the present of the
Italian Baseball league in the small town of Nettuno, south of Rome. Through League
pioneers, current players, fans, and local historians, City of Baseball captures the

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=RESPIRO+OFFICIAL+FILM+TRAILER&mid=2B57701A06E7BE7425E12B57701A06E7BE7425E1&FORM=VIRE


story of how the 1944 allied invasion of Nettuno brought the American pastime to a
town which embraced the sport with a passion that continues today.   Joe Di Maggio
visited the town to honor its baseball tradition and was asked to hit balls for the
players.  On the first pitch to Jolting Joe, he hit the ball into the Ocean.  

Refreshments included
Doors open at 1:30pm

FRIDAY NIGHT ITALIAN FILM SERIES

Italian film is as much a part of Italian culture as the food and the people...

"VENDETTA"

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4 @ 8:00 PM

ADMISSION $10

REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED

DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 PM

Read Article: 'How The Yankees Became Italian'

https://italiancenter.net/images/17HIST-Yankees.pdf


Based on a true story that led to the first National Columbus Day holiday in 1892. The
setting is New Orleans in 1891. The scene of the largest mass lynching in American
History.

Sicilian immigrant families entered the United States heavily through the Port of New
Orleans after the US Civil War. With the end of slavery, a new source of cheap labor
was imported from impoverished sections of Italy. Some of the immigrants in New
Orleans were able to amass wealth and influence and begin to control the docks and
the markets in the city. This threat to elite local businessmen and politicians led to
one of the largest mass executions of Italian immigrants. After being wrongfully
accused of a crime, 19 Italians were rounded up including the leading Italian
merchant, but all were acquitted in court. A prejudiced and angry mob of thousands,
including the mayor storms the jail and executes 11 “Dagoes”.

The film stars Christopher Walken as a cotton dealer seeking to wrest control of the
docks from the Italians and the ringleader of this painful episode in Italian American
history.



The film is a full-length motion picture and not a documentary.  

Refreshments included
Doors open at 1:30pm

The events portrayed in the film changed the course of Italian American history. Italy
broke off diplomatic relations with the US over the treatment of Italian immigrants.
There was talk of war. The use of the word “Mafia” first came into use as an excuse
to lynch the Italians. From the 1890s to the 1920s some 50 Italians were lynched by
mobs, the largest ethnic group to be lynched in America after Black Americans.

It was a time of fierce prejudice and discrimination against Italians in The U.S. The
lynchings were applauded and justified in leading newspapers including the New
York Times and the Washington Post flaming the hatred toward Italian immigrants.
The Detroit Plain Dealer, an African-American newspaper, claimed: “ the Italian does
not make a good American.” Theodore Roosevelt called the lynchings “a rather good
thing. Its high time someone gave the race what it deserved.”  It unleashed anti -
Italian sentiment as an undesirable race for generations. 

The significance of this event led the President of the United States at the time to
declare a national Columbus Day holiday to heal the nation, a day which became the
single most unifying symbol of Italian American pride and identity for future
generations of Italian Americans.

FILM DOCUMENTARY

"INSIDE THE VATICAN"

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 @ 2:00 PM

ADMISSION $10 or Donation

REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED

DOORS OPEN AT 1:30 PM

Read: 'New Orleans Apologizes For Lynching of Italian Americans'

https://italiancenter.net/images/Lynching1.pdf


This documentary look at the Vatican was filmed by National Geographic, and with
unprecedented access, provides a rare glimpse inside the secret archives and private
chapels of the Vatican and privileged accounts from its officials.   It is an insightful
story of the remarkable history of the holy city and the unique traditions that have
survived for nearly 2000 years.   Vatican City is the smallest sovereign state in the
world.  It has its own army, the Swiss Guard. Ask anyone who has stepped into St.
Peters Basilica, the past glory and power of the Vatican is evident.  Its collections and
galleries are one of the world’s treasures. 

The Vatican Jubilee, the Giubileo, also known as the Holy Year, is celebrated every

25 years. The 2025 Jubilee will be the first of the 21st  century. Pope Francis has
declared the theme to be  “Pilgrims of Hope.”  It is a tradition that dates back to
1300. The Jubilee year is set to begin on December 24, 2024 (Christmas Eve) and
concludes on January 6, 2026 (the Epiphany).   Rome is preparing the city for the
jubilee year activities. The Jubilee website is www.jubilaeum2025.va.

Refreshments included



Doors open at 1:30pm

CALIFORNIA SENATE DESIGNATES THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER AS ITALIAN

AMERICA HERITAGE MONTH

Italian Americans were among the earliest and largest ethnic groups to settle
in California where they played a significant role in the creation of our state's
agriculture, food processing, branch banking, fishing, and wine industries. 

Italian Americans are the fifth largest ethnic group in America numbering 26,000,000
people, with 1.5 million residing in California. Italian Americans were the largest
ethnic group to serve in the US military during WWII. They were also the largest
group of immigrants, one third, to arrive in the US through Ellis Island. 

The Resolution was authored by State Senator Anthony Portantino and
cosponsored by Senators Roger Niello and David Cortese. More than 50 Italian
Americans have served in the California Legislature, the first in 1852, and two Italian
Americans, David Roberti and Don Peralta have led the Senate as Senate Pro Tern.
Bob Moretti served as the only Italian American Speaker of the Assembly in the
Legislature. 
"As an Italian American, I am honored to author this resolution to highlight the



contributions Italian Americans have made to our great state." Stated Senator
Portantino. "I take great pride in' the remarkable achievements of Italian Americans
and their positive impacts on art, culture, business and public service." 

The Resolution designates the month of October 2024, and every year thereafter, as
Italian American Heritage Month and encourages public schools to highlight the
achievements and contributions to of Italian Americans to the culture of California.
Everyone has a history, and Italian Americans have one of the most enduring and
unique of them all. This is a good time for Italian Americans to encourage their
schools to conduct programs and activities that tell our story. It is also a golden
opportunity to educate ourselves and the public about our rich history and heritage.

It has been over 500 years since the Italian Renaissance explorers, led by
Christopher Columbus of Genoa and more than 150 years since Italian immigrants
arrived in California with the Gold Rush yet the school textbooks in California public
schools and at the college level make no mention of Italian Americans, not even a
footnote. 

In the words of a Japanese American leader of the Japanese American community
in Sacramento, California, when addressing the nationwide restrictions on Italian
Americans during World War 11, 
"They deserve more than a footnote." 

ITALIAN PRIDE IS IN THE AIR AT THE
CALIFORNIA CAPITOL AIR SHOW!

Click to Read: 'The Story of Italians in Northern California'

Click to Read: 'The Genovesi of Northern California'

https://italiancenter.net/images/HIST-NoCalItals.pdf
https://italiancenter.net/images/genovese.pdf


The Italian Airforce dominated the skies over Sacramento at the
California Capital Air Show in July. 

For two evenings, the Italian jet acrobatic team, the Freece Tricolore, filled the skies
with the Green, White and Red colors of Italy  

The Freece Tricolore is the world’s largest jet aerobatic team with 10 planes flying
patterns together in unison that were a sight to behold and watch in awe.  

The U.S. Airforce 6-member jet acrobatic team, The Blue Angels, were the
introductory act and just when you thought it could not get any better than their
amazing precision performance, it did.  

The Italian pilots are a class act in the air and on the ground where they signed
autographs for all.  

Their performance was Opera in the sky as they flew to the sounds  of Nessun
Dorma by Luciano Pavarotti and Con Te Partiro by Andrea Bocelli.  

Their ending was over the beyond as they covered the sky with clouds of Italian red,
white and green color from their planes and emerged from the cloud in all directions.  



The Italian Cultural Society was an official sponsor of the Air Show and hosted the
Italians during the week at the Italian Center. 

The Society was not only a sponsor and host but provided its folk dancers to perform
each evening. The highlight of the event for the Society folk-dance troupes was when
they were selected to greet the Frecce pilots upon their landing on the Mather Field
tarmac.  

Mather Field was an Airforce navigation training Center during the Cold War.   Just
across town from McClellan Air Force Base where the Strategic Air Command B52
Bombers were based during that war. 

After greeting the pilots when they arrived in Sacramento on their North American
Tour, the Society dance troupes performed for them in the hanger to give them a
cheerful welcome after their flight.  It worked from the smiles on the pilots faces and
how they interacted with the bambini kids.  

The Society adult troupe, Balliamo!   was right there all the way too and part of the
greeting party. Judging from the nods of the pilots and their enthusiastic applause,
they clearly appreciated the authentic and skillful renditions of Italian Folk dances by
the Balliamo dancers. That is high praise from the Italians.  

It was an amazing event attended by 90,000 people and a great experience for the
Society dancers, volunteers and staff.  That and the VIP treatment.  

It was the kind of event that puts the Italians on the map as well as the Sacramento
Italian community as represented by the Italian Cultural Society.  

The Air Show was broadcast in the media. 



The Role of the Society in the Air Show

A highlight for the Society staff was an evening at the Italian Center with the Italian air
force staff that accompanied the team.   The main room of the center was set up as a
communications center and allowed us to broadcast live on Italian RAI TV.   

That was a first for the Society leaders, being on live TV in Italy. 

The Society made advance arrangements to film the Air Show and the Society’s
participation in it for a film documentary it is producing to commemorate the event. 

The Society’s participation in the event and coordination with the Air Show
Staff and the Italian air Force was directed by Society Deputy Director Vincenzo
Cerruti.  

Months of advance planning and coordination made the Society’s role and
contribution on behalf of the Italian community an important one for our community
and for Sacramento.  



The presence of the Italian Cultural Society’s folk dancers added a taste of
Italian Americana to this major event. It was their presence that put our visible
and public Italian American stamp on the event.   

After decades of practices and training new dancers of all ages, the Air Show was the
largest event the folk dancers have performed at as our ambassadors of good will for
the Italian American community. 

None of this would have been possible without the Society’s long-term support of the
Italian dance program. And none of it would have been possible without the bambini
children and their parents who participate in the program, the only one of its kind in
California. It’s a parent participation program, one fondly loved by both parents and
children.   

It is one of the few programs available to the children of Sacramento to connect to
their Italian cultural heritage.  And many have and continue to.  The dance program
brings a lot of joy and belonging to the parents and kids in it.   When they are not
dancing, they are happily playing with each other. They are a joy to watch. Dance or
play.   

And we owe our thanks to Bambini Director Diana Quilici and her family for
coordinating the Bambini Dance program.  

 And after three days of coordination at the Airfield to keep every child fed and on



schedule and perform in the heat of a hot July heat wave, she deserves a medal. 
Just the logistics of gathering the families together in the right spot at the right time
with the challenge of getting through the traffic at the gates and onto the stage area
was a feat each day.  

And our adult dance troupe Balliamo! was there all the way. Thanks to them and to
their coordinator, Virginia Petrali.   Following the air show they were on their way to
Vallejo, California to appear at an Italian Sister City festival.  

Both society dance troupes will perform at the Society’s annual Italian
American Heritage and Columbus Day Festival on Sunday, October 13th on the
grounds of the Italian Cultural Center.  

Come out and support them and the Italian Center for the good work they do in our
Italian American community.  

ITALIAN NIGHT AT THE RIVERCATS



It was a balmy summer Italian night at the Sacramento Baseball
Stadium when Ginny Petrali, the Director of the Society’s Balliamo!
folk dance troupe took the pitcher’s mound and threw out the first
pitch of the game.   
 
It was Italian Night at the ball game and the society folk dancers were the Italian
entertainment. These Italian women danced inside the front gate for an hour as the
fans streamed in.  If you didn’t know it was Italian night, they gave the fans a clue that
it was as they entered the ballpark. That plus the big neon sign behind Center field
and the Italian songs that played on the loudspeaker during the game.  



ITALY EXCELS AT THE 2024 OLYMPICS

The 2024 Olympics in Paris brought Italian athletes to the forefront. 

Italy won 40 medals. 12 were gold - in swimming, fencing, canoeing, judo, sailing,
tennis, gymnastics, shooting, cycling, and volleyball.  Another 13 were silver and 15



were bronze. Some of the most exciting moments for the Italian team were the gold
medals won by the women’s Volleyball team and the Italian women gymnasts on the
Balance Beam  

The Italian women’s volleyball team won the gold against the US team, who
were the defending Olympic champions, in three straight sets (photo below).   From
the opening set the Italian women dominated the US team as they had dominated
every team since the opening of the games. The Italian Men’s volleyball team, one of
the best in the world, finished in fourth place.  

In Gymnastics, the Italian women’s team scored third in the team finals for a Bronze
medal. And on the women’s balance beam, Italy won both Gold and a Bronze medal
as the US took Silver. Alice D’Amato won the gold and Manila Esposito the bronze. 

Italian swimmers made their mark also. 
Nicolo Martinenghi won gold in the men’s 100-meter breaststroke and Thomas
Ceccon won gold in the Men’s 100 -meter backstroke. Gregorio Paltrinieri secured
gold in the 1500 meters freestyle and silver in the 800 meters freestyle.



Italy’s Olympian high jumper, Gianmarco Tamberi,  (photo above)  stole the show
when his wedding ring flew off his finger and vanished into the Seine River during the
games opening ceremony in Paris.  Tamberi viewed the mishap as a good omen
writing “It will forever remain in the riverbed of the city I love. May it be a good omen
to return home with greater gold.” 

In Tennis, the Italian women, Jasmine Paolini (from Carrara in Tuscany, Italy) and
Sara Errani, won gold in the women’s doubles. In the men’s tennis division, Lorenzo
Musetti won a bronze medal after being defeated in the semifinal by Olympic
champion Novak Djokovic. Musetti hails from Carrara Italy also and is the first Italian
tennis player to win an Olympic medal in one hundred years. 

ITALIAN TENNIS PLAYERS AT
WIMBLEDON



PHOTO ABOVE: Italian Tennis Champion, Flavia Pennetta

Speaking of Italian Tennis stars, Jasmine Paolini of gold medal Olympic fame,
came in second in the women’s singles finals at Wimbledon in 2024 and is ranked
No. 5 in the world.  

At Wimbledon this year, top ranked Italian tennis player, Jannik Sinner, who had
become the first Italian to achieve the No. 1 ranking in the world, advanced to the
quarter finals before an injury forced him off the court. Sinner cemented his position
as world No. 1 winning the US Open in Queens, New York at Flushing Meadow this
past Sunday September 8, 2024. He is the First Italian Man to win the US Open.

Italian Women are no strangers to winning major Tennis championships. 

In 2015, Flavia Pennetta won the US Open after beating Roberta Vinci, another
Italian. Vinci advanced to the finals that year after her stunning upset of No.1 ranked
Serena Williams in the semi-finals.   One of the biggest upsets in tennis history.    It
was one of the unlikeliest major finals in Women’s tennis history. And the first all
Italian women’s final in the history of the United States Open.  The Prime Minister of
Italy flew From Rome to New York to see it live.  

Both Pennetta and Vinci are from the Southern coast of the region of Puglia on the
heel of Italy’s boot shaped peninsula, Pennetta from Brindisi and Vinci from
Taranto.  They were childhood friends, doubles partners and roommates for four



years as teenage girls.   They won the French Open in girls junior doubles as
teenagers.  

They had faced each other on the court for decades.  Pennetta was 33 and Vinci was
32 when they won the US Open.  

It’s the kind of story that is, shall we say, typically Italian. 

ITALIANS AROUND THE WORLD

Did you know that nearly two-thirds of Argentina’s population, 62% is of Italian
heritage,  making Argentina, with 30 million Italians, second only to Brazil as the
country with the largest Italian ancestry outside of Italy. 

Italians make up 15% of Brazil’s population with 40 million Italians.  

Italian Argentines represent the first ethnic group in a South America country to make
up more than 50% of its population.  

The United States has an estimated 25 million Italian Americans making up
about 6 % of the population. 



Restrictive immigration laws aimed at Italians have held down Italian immigration to
The United States for the past 100 years since 1924 when the nation adopted
policies blocking Italian immigration from Italy. The chain migration of past Italian
immigrants was broken, and later federal immigration policies revised in the 1960s
favor non-Italians. 

Uruguay is 44% Italian and Paraguay is 37%.  Venezuela is 16% and Costa Rica is
7.5%.   France is 8% while Germany is 1.4%. Canada, Australia, Belgium and
Columbia are at 4%. Switzerland is 7%. 

Other Latin American countries also have an Italian presence. Chile at 3.5%,
Dominican Republic and El Salvador at 3%. Peru at 1.6%, Mexico at 1 %. The UK
and Spain also rank at 1%.  

The pride of heritage still runs strong among the Italians around the world.   They
retain their surnames unlike in the United States where many changed their names to
avoid the stigma associated with their ethnicity. One only need look at popular Italian
American singers. 
Despite the hardships of immigration to new lands, they established strong
communities by founding Italian newspapers, language schools, religious institutions,
and cultural organizations.  

These institutions helped them preserve their identity and culture and integration into
society.  Still, they maintain strong ties to their geographical and cultural origins. 

Their cultural influence persists through the popularity of Italian cuisine, their
surnames, their architecture, music and their customs and values, embedded in the
culture of their adopted countries.  

Italian immigration has shaped not only the populations, but the economy and
cultural identity of many nations. Despite the hardships and discrimination, their
contributions to their respective countries have been enormous.  

NEW EXHIBIT SEEKING OBJECTS MADE BY
ITALIAN POWs IN THE U.S.



A new exhibit on the artistry of World War II Italian Prisoners of War held in the
United States during World War II is planned for April 2025.  

The exhibit will feature handcrafted objects, paintings, photographs, letters,
newspapers and other items documenting the crafts and artwork of the POWs made
while detained in a POW camp or after the war as a reflection of their wartime
creativity and experience. 

During the War, more than 51,000 Italian military personnel were held in camps
throughout the country, From Massachusetts to Hawaii. There were camps located in
California near Sacramento, Stockton, Benicia, Oakland, the San Francisco Presidio,
on Angel Island, San Luis Obispo, San Bernardino and elsewhere in 26 states.   They
were frequently entertained by Italian American families on weekends. Thousands of
these men ended up marrying American women. 

The exhibit will open at the Calandra Italian American Institute at Queens College
and City University of New York. 
 
If you have any of the items mentioned or leads, contact the exhibit curators, Dr.
Laura Ruberto (lruberto@peralta.edu) and Dr. Joseph Sciorra
( joseph.sciorra@qc.cuny.edu). 

mailto:joseph.sciorra@qc.cuny.edu


ITALY'S PRIME MINISTER COMMENDS
'HERO' ITALIAN AMERICAN

PHOTO ABOVE: (L) American Fire Chief Cory Comperatore, killed with a stray bullet during an

assassination attempt on former President Trump. (R) Italy's Prime Minister, Giorgia Meloni

Italy’s Prime Minister, Giorgia Meloni, commended former volunteer fire chief and
Italian American Corey Comperatore, who was killed by an attempted assassination
attempt at a Trump rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. 

Comperatore used his body to shield his wife and daughter when he was shot. His
actions drew the attention of the Prime Minister, in part, due to his Italian heritage.  

For More Information on WWII Italians Click Here

Click to Read 'Prisoners In Paradise'

https://italiancenter.net/italian-america/wwii-italian-america.html
https://italiancenter.net/images/10HIST-Prisoners.pdf


In a post she remarked, “Corey Comperatore had just turned 50, he was a former fire
chief and Italian American of Calabrese origins.  He died a hero, acting as a shield for
his wife and daughter. Corey sacrificed his life to save that of his loved ones, without
a moment’s thought………..” 

“Rest in Peace, Corey,”  she added in English. 

US NAVY WARSHIP LAUNCHED: THE U.S.S.
JOHN BASILIONE

The USS John Basilone is a new navy destroyer named for Marine
Gunnery Sgt. John Basilone, the only enlisted marine to receive the
Medal of Honor and Navy Cross during World War II.  

John Basilone is one of the Marine Corps most legendary battlefield warriors for his
heroic efforts at Guadalcanal in 1942 which helped change the course of the war in
the Pacific in favor of the United States.  

He was lauded by General Douglas MacArthur as a one-man Army when he took on
an enemy regiment with his machine gun unit and won a critical battle that could have
determined the course of the war in favor of the Japanese.  

It was the turning point of the war, and Basilone’s foxhole was the site of the turning



point in that battle. That was the beginning of the legend.  

He posthumously received the Navy Cross for his heroism at Iwo Jima, where he was
killed in battle in 1945 at age 29.   In the battle of Iwo Jima as many marines were
killed as during all World War I.  

Basilone is one of the greatest Icons in Marine Corps history.  His citation read “He
gallantly gave his life in the service of his country.”  His story is part of every marine’s
education.   

A postage stamp was issued in his honor. A documentary film was made about his
life entitled “I’m Staying with My Boys.”   The title refers to the fact that Basilone was
brought home as America’s first hero of the war to raise millions in war bonds.   

Then he volunteered for the Navy, saying “I’m staying with my boys” and returned to
the Pacific theater.   Prior to becoming a marine, he had been serving in the Army
when the war broke out.   

Basilone was the son of an Italian immigrant tailor.   A large, framed print of marine
Sergeant John Basilone hangs in the Italian Cultural Center of northern California in
Sacramento as a symbol of the heroic sacrifice Italian Americans have made in
defense of their country.   

THE 2024 ITALIAN FILM FESTIVAL
WEST COAST PREMIERE:

September 28 - November 2

Read: 'In Defense Of Our Country'

https://italiancenter.net/images/12HIST-InDefense.pdf


Each year, the Italian Film Festival is held in Marin County under the direction
of Lido Cantarutti.   The festival is celebrating its 47th year.

This year the film shows will take place at Angelico Concert Hall on the campus of the
Dominican University of California in San Rafael, California, at 5:30 to 8:00 pm. 

All the films are in Italian with subtitles. The films are the latest acclaimed hits from
Italy with topics about all aspects of Italian civilization, current and past.  Italian film
has an edge not often seen in American films and are a journey into the humanistic
nature of Italian culture. 

This years' titles are:    “A Hundred Sundays,” “Perfect Strangers,” "The War
Machine,” “The Girl From Tomorrow,”  “Zamora” and “Winter Lemons.”  

An example of how Italian Culture permeates Italian Society is exemplified in the film
“The War Machine.”  The commander of an Italian Submarine sinks an enemy ship in
1940 during WW II.  The commander makes a decision that will go down in history; to
rescue the crew of the enemy ship and tow their lifeboat to the nearest safe port as
required by the law of the sea.   

To do so he was obliged to remain on the surface for three days, exposing the
submarine to enemy forces risking his own life and that of his men. Asked why he



had been willing to take such a risk, disregarding the orders of his superiors, he
responded with the words that have made him a legend:  “The others do not have,
like me, two thousand years of civilization behind them!”  

Purchase tickets at https://www.dominican.edu/boxoffice.  

ITALIAN AMERICAN BASEBALL STARS
HONORED IN ITALY

What do Yogi Berra, Joe Garagiola, Frank Crespi and Jim Pisoni have in
common?  The four baseball legends have been immortalized on a mural in
Cuggiono, Italy. 

All four were born during the period 1918 to 1929 on “The Hill”, the Italian American
neighborhood of St. Louis, Missouri to parents who had emigrated from western
Lombardy.  

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, thousands of residents of Cuggiono and
nearby towns, immigrated to the United States with St. Louis being one of their
primary destinations.   The Little Italy section of St. Louis is one of the largest intact
and vibrant Little Italy’s in the United States.  

An Italian cultural organization in the Cuggiano area initiated the idea to honor the
four stars with the purpose of “Looking at the past and one’s roots helps to better

https://www.dominican.edu/boxoffice


understand the present.   Integration for the immigrants was difficult but through
sports and especially baseball, some children of our emigrants became champions.” 

The 60- foot Mural is composed of six photographic panels, one each for the honored
baseball stars in a hitting stance during their playing years, bordered by two present
day photographs of the Hill, the Italian Immigrants statue and one of a typical home
on the Hill.  

Cuggiano is 14 miles south of Milans Malpensa airport. On your next rip to Italy, stop
by the town to see the murals dedicated to four Italian American legends of the great
American pastime.  

Seems like Italians are much better at remembering the past than Americans. 
Cuggiano has four other murals and plans to add more highlighting local culture and
their connection to the United States.   Murals are a way to recognize the
accomplishments of Italians. Maybe we can learn from the Italian example.  

ITALIAN AMERICANS HAVE AN
HISTORIC MLB DRAFT

At least 34 players with Italian heritage were selected in the 2024 Major league
Baseball draft.  22 teams drafted at least one Italian American player this year. 



SAVE THE DATE FOR FESTA ITALIANA DI
SANTA ROSA

Festa Italiana di Santa Rosa  
October 20, 2024, 2 – 7 pm 

 The North Bay Italian Cultural foundation is celebrating 40 years with an afternoon of
food and music at The D’Argenzio winery in Santa Rosa, California. For more

information: www.nbicf.org  

http://www.nbicf.org/


LOUIS PRIMA EXHIBIT IN LOS ANGELES -
REDISCOVERING A MUSICAL ICON

ON VIEW UNTIL OCTOBER 13, 2024

The life and legacy of Louis Prima (1910-1978) is on view at the Italian
American Museum of Los Angeles.  From his New Orleans background, the
grammy award winning hitmaker was unapologetically Italian American. During a time
when proud displays of ethnicity were frowned upon. He was a prolific songwriter and
major performer with his own national TV show and once a household name his
music is still popular.  He helped pave the way for other performers, including Frank
Sinatra, Tony Bennett and Perry Como.  

The exhibit features personal effects, memorabilia, rare images of his performances
and even the chance to watch performances of his song hits such as “Angelina” on
large Screen.  Visitors will discover or rediscover this groundbreaking performer and
true legend of the music world.  



Check out the Italian Cultural Society Website for the latest
information about the Italian Center and Society Events:

• Italian Language Classes
• Society events and cultural programs

• Italian folk dance troupes
• Sunday "Sacramento, Italian Style" radio show
• Italian American exhibits at the Italian Center

• All ICS Newsletters, past and current
• Articles on the history and heritage of Italian America

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

  YOUR SUPPORT IS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE  

PH: 916.482.5900
EM: italy1@surewest.net
www.italiancenter.net

PO Box 947 • Carmichael CA 95809

The Italian Cultural Society is a regional community organization
dedicated to supporting our cultural heritage through its educational

 

CLICK TO VIST www.italiancenter.net

https://italiancenter.net/


PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS BY
CLICKING ON
THE SOCIAL MEDIA OR EMAIL LINK BELOW. Grazie!

and cultural initiatives.
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