In September, Italian Prime Minster Georgia Meloni pointedly visited
Manhattan's embattled Christopher Columbus statue as a rebuke to New
York City’s politicians, who are currently trying to rip down the 131-year-old

monument that stands at the edge of Central Park.

New York City politicians want to topple the 76-foot statue which was installed in
1892. Meloni participated in a wreath laying ceremony honoring Columbus, just
hours after New York's City Council held a hearing on proposed legislation
targeting monuments and other artwork featuring the explorer, as well as other

icons such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.

The Italian Leader stood by the statue in a moment of silence to honor Columbus

ahead of the October 12th National Columbus Day Holiday.

Meloni visited the statue to celebrate Columbus Day as a symbol of the cultural
history of the American people and show Italian Americans they have the support

of the Italian people.

Removing the 76-foot Columbus Circle statue could prove difficult as the National
Park Service in 2018 added the monument to its list of protected landmarks. But

other Columbus statues across the city could be on the chopping block.

Meloni was in New York City for the United Nations annual General Assembly as
one of the major leaders of the free world. She has been the Prime Minister of

Italy since October 2022.

She is popular among the Italian People.

PHOTOS BELOW:

(TOP) Statue of Columbus standing in Columbus Circle since 1882.
(BOTTOM) Italian Prime Minister Georgia Meloni stands for a moment of silence before the 76-foot

statue of Columbus in Columbus circle, New York. Sept 2023
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PHOTO ABOVE: The statue of Columbus and Isabella stood in the California State Capitol Rotunda since

1882 until it was removed in 2020.

CLICK TO READ Why Columbus Day Matters To Italian Americans

Italian Prime Minister Visits New York City's

Columbus Circle Monument

PHOTO ABOVE: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
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