New Curriculum Guidelines Fail Italian Americans

The State Board of Education adopted new curriculum guidelines in October for California public schools. The new history and social
science guidelines determine what is taught in each grade and what should be included in school textbooks. This year, the Education people
~ madea special effort 1o include specific coverage of the group histories of the affirmative action ethnic groups as they have donein the past.——

No change there except they increased the coverage of those groups but still left out any treatment of the Italian American experience.

This year, The Italian American community raised its voice for the first time and requested that the Italian American experience also be
included in the school curriculum. But it was not to be. Members of the Italian American Studies Committee of the California Italian
American Task Force submitted extensive proposals for including the Italian American experience in the guidelines and made public
presentations to the State Board of Education. The only mention of Italian Americans in the guidelines was added at our request and covered
the World War II restrictions placed on the Italian immigrant population to go along with the existing coverage of the Japanese internment.
Our recommendations for coverage of the broader Italian American experience, to go along with the broad coverage being provided to other
ethnic groups, were rejected.

One of the problems we encountered was the fact that the guidelines were initially drafted without input from the Italian community. While
other ethnic groups were included in the drafting of the guidelines which guaranteed that they would be included, Italian Americans were not
part of the process. Until the creation of the Italian American Studies Committee, there had never been anyone speaking about the educational
needs of Italian Americans at the state public policy level. This is the first time Italian Americans have been organized at that level and
attempted to voice their concerns. Other ethnic groups had been organized at the state level for decades and dominate state ethnic policy.

Italian Americans will need to be better organized at the policy level and speak with a louder voice than they have spoken with in the past
if they are to be heard and succeed in becoming part of American history, at least the part that is studied in the schools. As things now stand,
they are not considered important enough to be included in that history except perhaps mention as one of a laundry list of immigrant groups,
large and small, that arrived around the turn of the century. But the fact is that during the first four decades of the twentieth century, the Italians
were the largest group of immigrants to arrive in the United States and almost one-third of the people that went through Ellis Island were
[talian. And we know that if one third of the people that went through Ellis Island were anybody else they would be celebrated far and wide and
certainly included in the official history of the state and nation that is taught to our kids and yours.

The new social science guidelines do not reflect the broad face of America. Rather, they leave a misleading impression of who the primary
groups are that have immigrated here and what distinctive cultural and historical role they have played. The role and contributions of groups

like the Italians is ignored while the role of the affirmative action groups is exaggerated leaving us with what reads like an affirmative action
history. No matter that the role and contributions of Italians to the creation of America and California were substantial, changed the course of
our history, and in many cases exceeded that of those ethnic groups that are included. No matter, since no one will ever know about it anyway.
The result is an educational experience that is culturally biased against Italians and Italian American school kids



