U.S. Senate Bill Threatens Our

Italian American Heritage

SAVE GRLE a3t DAY

PROTECT & PRESERVE QUR PAST

Columbus Day is at risk In the United States Senate. Senate Bill 2970 has been introduced to replace
Columbus Day as a national holiday with Indigenous People’s Day.

Italian American organizations are protesting the federal Bill to replace Columbus Day. The Italian
American Conference of Presidents has asked its member organizations for support to preserve the Columbus
Day holiday. The ltalian Cultural Society is a member of the Conference.

“The Indigenous People’s Day Act” is being pushed by a Native American coalition. A similar push by native
Americans in California in 2021 replaced Columbus Day as a State holiday with Indigenous Peoples Day, despite
Italian Americans requesting they chose a different day. Same happened in Sacramento County in 2023, when
the counties DEI diversity unit engineered a ban on Columbus Day as a longstanding County Holiday in favor of
Indigenous Peoples Day as a new county holiday on the same date.

Abolishing Columbus Day is part of a national strategy to replace the history, the monuments, the art, the culture
and the holidays of our American heritage. And Columbus Day is part of that American heritage. It is a holiday for
all Americans.

During the riots, protests and hysteria of 2020, Columbus Day Holidays were replaced, and Columbus statues
and monuments were torn down by the mobs or removed in many parts of the country dominated by the rioters
and their political allies. The hysteria continues in the Halls of Congress.

Columbus Day was adopted as a day of celebration in Italian America and is associated with Italian Americans
as their holiday. The holiday is a symbol of Italian American cultural identity, pride and heritage. It is that one day
of unity each year when ltalian America celebrates together across the nation.

It first became a national holiday in 1892 following the mass lynching of Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891, followed by scores of other lynchings of Italians around the country.



Columbus Day uplifted the Italian American people in their quest for acceptance.

Replacing Columbus Day or recognizing another holiday on the same day as Columbus Day defeats the real
meaning of Columbus Day for Italian Americans and all Americans. The fact that Columbus Day is at risk reflects
the continuing threat to our cultural heritage.

Last year's Columbus Day parade in New York City was attended by over one million people. The 2023
Columbus Day parades around the nation were among the largest in history. It's a holiday we celebrate, and
America celebrates. Columbus Day matters as a symbol of America and ltalian America. As Columbus Day
goes so goes’ America and our future in it.

The voyage of this Italian explorer was one of the most important events in human history. Let’s not let a
vocal minority and their political allies cancel our holiday and history. While pushing a false and biased history
about the real Columbus who in fact protected the native people from warring tribes and the new settlers.

We would like our readers to help us preserve the national holiday to honor the 25 million Italian
Americans in the nation and the creation of America.



